


Ahoy, 
Explorers
Your journey begins here
Welcome to the second edition of the Arctic Reading Circle 
magazine. Initially a reading club, it has since transitioned into 
a magazine to showcase artworks and writing pieces by young 
readers. Each piece is inspired by a book, in hopes that this can 
help kids expand their reading lists in a fun and engaging way.

Our theme of the month is Adventure: we were inspired by the 
thrilling quests and journeys embarked by ordinary characters as 
they discover strength in themselves. Some of the stories we read 
took place in the unknowns of a fantastical world, while others 
ventured around places on our own familiar Earth.

Throughout this magazine, you will journey across vast mythical 
realms, from diving the depths of the deep sea to navigating fiery 
fantasy lands. Wherever you 
find yourself exploring, we wish 
you happy reading!

Sincerely,

Jennifer, Christina, Andrew

The Arctic Reading Circle Team
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Everyone knows what 
adventure is. Yet, not 
many are interested in 
reading the genre itself. 
This selection of short 
stories, book reviews, 
art, and many more is 
an assortment of all that 
the adventure genre can 
inspire and create. 

 
This genre is defined 

by a strong element of 
danger. It features a fast-
paced, action-packed plot 
in which the hero has to 
complete a quest or a 
task in a short amount 
of time. The adventure 
story usually takes place 
elsewhere, and uses maps, 
intriguing backgrounds, 
and antiquities to interest 
the reader. This epic 
journey culminates in a 

thrilling climax for readers 
of all ages and interests. 
The adventure genre is 
built around our desire 
to search for “more” in 
our lives. More meaning, 
more excitement, 
and sometimes more 
treasure. It stretches 
into the mysticism of 
the unknown and works 
as pure escapism for 
those reading. Aside 
from being an exciting 
genre, it also has many 
subtopics, including 
Magic Adventure, an area 
characterized by more 
extraordinary events 
than classic adventure 
tales since the story is 
not confined to reality; 
Robinsonade, where the 
protagonist must learn 
to survive alone on a 

desert island with limited 
resources and is later 
ambivalent to returning to 
society; and Survival, a type 
of story that resembles 
the Robinsonade but 
doesn’t take place upon a 
deserted island. 

 
The Arctic Reading 

Circle has a group of 
students from all ages 
that have created pieces 
of all kinds for the readers. 
The participants of 
this student-organized 
reading circle have set 
forth their hard work and 
placed them into the form 
of various engrossing 
reading activities. After a 
month of group work, the 
following pieces are the 
fruits of our labour!

noun
	 an unusual and exciting, typically hazardous, experience or activity

Adventure

Please enjoy!

By kathleen wu
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Books we read
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Please enjoy!

5



The boy with a hatchet
The last thought I had before the 

tornado of pain twirling in my chest 
consumed my entire body was “I hope 
the boy survives.” You see, I’ve never had 
much of a life. You’d think someone in 
their mid-forties would have a family 
but all I’ve ever had was a small cottage 
in the Rocky Mountains of Canada. 

I like it there. I like watching the 
deer roam around and the birds 
flying overhead. I like the mountains, 
sometimes covered in snow and 
sometimes towering majestically over 
a beautiful turquoise lake. I like being 
alone in Mother Nature with my little 
plane and I don’t mind sometimes 
taking a passenger along with me. 
When I got a call from the airport in 
New York about a boy who was going 
to visit his father, I agreed to take him 
immediately. I don’t exactly know why -- 
I think I just wanted to do a little good in 
the world, even if it’s only bringing this 
boy to his parent. 

When he was getting on the plane, I 
saw that he had a neat looking hatchet 
hanging from his belt and I was about to 
comment on it when he moved his hand 
to cover it. Maybe he was embarrassed? 
Why would a boy just have a hatchet 
hanging from his belt?

Anyways, while I was flying my 
plane for this boy, I suddenly had this 
impending sense of doom, kind of like 
the world was ending. I didn’t know 
what to expect from, but I taught the 
boy how to fly the plane just in case. 
After he took the wheel, knuckles white 
from concentration, I started to have 
this ache in my shoulder. It got worse 
and worse until it felt like someone was 
taking a hot knife and stabbing me in my 
shoulder. After that, everything felt like 
it was lit on fire. My stomach churned 
and my shoulder hurt uncontrollably. 

“I hope the boy survives.”

By Ada Yao

66



The boy with a hatchet

Hatchet takes place in the 
wilderness of Canada. The 
book starts off with Brian 
flying in a two-seat bush plane 
with a single pilot, heading 
off to visit his father. After 
his mother had an affair, his 
parents got a divorce, so every 
year, Brian gets to visit his 
father. During the plane ride, 
the pilot has a heart attack. 
Luckily, before he died, he 
showed Brian how to fly the 
plane. With Brian’s newfound 
flying skills, he manages to 
steer the lake into a plane and 
barely survives. Around the 
lake, he finds food sources, 
and learns how to hunt, fish, 

start a fire, and build a shelter, 
all starting from nothing but a 
hatchet. 

One of the things that I 
enjoyed about this book was 
Brian’s character development. 
Through sheer effort and basic 
knowledge, he turns from a 

spoiled city boy to a wilderness 
professional. At first, he has no 
idea how to even sustain himself, 
but by the end of the book, he 
is so well-prepared that when 
a man comes to rescue him, 
he actually manages to offer a 
large meal for both of them to 
share. This was because he had 
gained the ability to hunt birds 
and rabbits, fish, and gather 
berries, along with being able to 
retrieve the survival pack in the 
broken plane deep in the lake. 
This helps inspire the reader 
because even if the reader is 
just a normal person like Brian 
was before, they believe that 
they can end up like Brian after 
the story -- adaptable, strong, 
and tough. I also liked this book 
because Brian experiences 
many realistic ups and downs, 
such as being hit by a tornado 
and being trampled by a 
moose, or cooking food and 
finding a survival pack. 

hatchet - A review

By Ethan Cui
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“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea” by 
Jules Verne was written more than two 
hundred years ago and is told from the 
first-person perspective of Professor 
Aronnax. The other main characters in 
this book are Conseil (the professor’s 
manservant), Ned Land (a Canadian 
harpooner), and Captain Nemo (the 
commander of the Nautilus). Together, 
they go on adventures aboard the 
Nautilus and travel for 20,000 leagues, 
which is about twice around the earth. 

	
Before his journey through the sea, 

Professor Aronnax was a scholar and 
studied marine animals in his home 
country, France, with Conseil. But then, 
he heard news of the Nautilus which was 
said to be a monster. The professor hurried 
to board the Abraham Lincoln, believing 
that the monster capable of destroying 
ships was most likely a narwhal. On board, 
the two met hot-blooded Ned Land who 
couldn’t wait to harpoon the Nautilus and 
sell its oil. The professor and the Canadian 
soon became fast friends. 

In the sea, they began chasing the 
destructive animal. They tried to hit it with 

the harpoon, but it kept on bouncing 
off. They then tried to shoot it, but it also 
bounced off! Later on, Professor Aronnax 
and his manservant fell overboard, but 
got rescued by Ned Land after almost 
dying of exhaustion. They soon found out 
that they were aboard the destructive 
animal and went inside. However, they 
got imprisoned aboard and were not 
allowed out of the craft. After a while, they 
met up with the Captain, who introduced 
himself as Captain Nemo. 

Throughout their journey, the three 
friends visited underwater forests and 
Atlantis, the old sunken city. They also 
reached the North Pole where, at one 
point, they got trapped and nearly 
died from the shortage of air. But, they 
managed to survive. 

Before long, the hot-blooded 
harpooner decided that this was enough 
and organized a successful escape with 
Professor Arronax and Conseil. I’m not 
going to spoil the ending, so read it for 
yourselves! 

An overview by Aprille Song

20,000 Leagues under the Sea
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An overview by Aprille Song

20,000 Leagues under the Sea

Nim’s Island is an adventure book 
packed with many jaw-dropping, 
disasterful events and extraordinary 
characters such as Nim - An 11 year old girl, 
Jack - Nim’s single father, Alexandra Rover 
- A famous author, Selkie - A protective, yet 
silly and comedic sea lion, Fred - A coconut 
loving Iguana, and The Troppo Tourists - 
The bad guys. 

This book is short and light, and in our 

opinion, serves as the perfect vacation 
read. It is full of adventures and quirky 
animals which have aroused our interest 
in coral reefs, sea turtles, sea horses and 
other marine creatures.  This book got 
us hooked on the first page which led 
to us reading way past bedtime. We will 
definitely recommend this refreshing read 
to all our friends.

Nim’s Island - A review
by Roger and melissa Lai

Read the full piece online at 
www.thearcticreadingcircle.web.app

See page 25 for 
a corresponding 
quiz
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How many of these did you 
find while reading?

0-5: Camper
5-10: Bushwacker
10-15: Tour Guide
15-20: Explorer
20-25: King of a New Land
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by the arctic reading circle 
team
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Action
Adventure
Challenge
Danger

Discovery
Excitement
Fantasy
Hero

Journey
Quest
Reward
Survival
Suspense
Treasure
Villain

Adventure
Word
Search

adventure
word 
search

by Andrew WU
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Tintin Colouring page

Created by Belgium artist Hergé, The Adventures of Tintin is a series of comics following the journeys of the 

eponymous reporter and his dog Snowy. Together with the hot-tempered Captain Haddock and two airhead 

detectives, the crew travel around the world in their attempts to stop crime. 

12



“Alex Rider” is a fast-paced action and 
adventure book written by Anthony 
Horowitz.

Alex’s Uncle has just died in a car 
accident and the only person he now 
has is Jack Starbright, his caretaker and 
babysitter. He investigates the death 
of his uncle, finding it fishy since he 
knows his uncle always wears a seatbelt 
when driving. Finding himself in the 
middle of a group of terrorists, Alex must 
outsmart the people who want him 
dead. The government has given him 
the technology, but only he can provide 
the courage. Should he fail, every child in 
England will be murdered in cold blood. 
Point Blanc.

The story takes place all over the 
world. Alex travels to England, America, 
and France over the course of various 
missions from MI6. He is determined 
to save the people who are in danger 
from either SCORPIA, infamous villains, 
or even a famous singer. Behind all this, 
however, he has one real purpose. To 
find out the history of his family, who 
his parents were, and why his uncle had 
been killed. 

My favorite character was the assassin 
Yassen Gregorovich, the main antagonist 
who had killed Alex’s uncle. He was 
one of the top spies for the criminal 
corporation SCORPIA, standing for 
Sabotage, Corruption, Intelligence, and 
Assasination. Throughout the series, Alex 
and Yassen have many clashes together, 
usually starting with Yassen attempting 
to kill Alex.

I would recommend this story to 
people who are interested in action and 
adventure. I would also give this book 
five out of five stars.

Alex Rider: 
Stormbreaker

By Tristan pan

Review

A scene of Alex breaking 
into the Storm Breaker 
compound.
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	 Charlotte clambered over the side of 
the canal and collapsed onto the ground. 
The laughter of the others had disappeared 
as soon as she’d jumped into the water, but 
her relief was immediately replaced by a 
feeling of dread. The canal wall on the other 
side was too high for her to climb back over 
to the Port.
	 She stood up and looked around, 
trying to stay calm. In front of her, there were 
structures made of twisted branches and 
foliage, a stark difference from the Patisserie 
Port with its cobblestone paths and cream-
colored buildings. The Orchard… it was the 
place her mom had always warned her 
about.
	 “Thieves, con men, and black-market 
dealers,” her mom had said. “That’s where 
they make their home. It’s where the poor 
turn into beggars and beggars turn into 
criminals.”
	 Charlotte sighed and glanced at her 
watch. It was mid-afternoon already — if 
she wanted to get home, she had to start 
moving. She headed towards the structures, 
trampling over tall grass and overgrown 
weeds. She’d just passed under a curtain of 
vines, wrinkling her nose at the cloying smell 
of rotting fruit, when there was movement 
from behind her.
	 She whirled around. Standing in front 
of her were a boy and a girl, both around her 
own age. They were holding satchels and 
wore clothes made of a homespun material, 
dusty leather boots, and friendly expressions 
that put Charlotte slightly more at ease. 
	 The boy gave her a little wave. “Are you 
new around here?” he asked. 
	 Charlotte nodded, not sure how else 
to answer. The boy grinned, exchanging a 
thrilled glance with the girl beside him. 
	 “I see,” he said. “There’s been a lot of 
people coming in from The Garden these 

days, so we’ve been going around trying to 
recruit them.”
	 “Recruit?” Charlotte asked.
	 “Huh, I guess it really is different in 
The Garden,” the girl said. “Out here, there’s 
power in numbers. The Greens have already 
taken in a bunch of newcomers. Though, of 
course, no one’s got use for dead weight. I’m 
Quince, by the way. And that’s Clementine.”
	 “You can call me Clem though,” the 
boy said. “So, you wanna join us?”
	 “Wait,” Charlotte burst out. “I-I’m not 
actually from The Garden. I just need help 
getting back to the Port.”
	 The smile disappeared off Clem’s face 
and Quince blinked in surprise. 
	 “You’re from the Patisserie Port?” she 
asked, her voice flat.
	 Charlotte nodded warily. “I fell into 
the canal and couldn’t get back to the other 
side.”
	 “That’s expected,” Quince said under 
her breath.
	 Charlotte waited for her to say 
something else, but both Clem and Quince 
stayed silent.
	 “Well, I’ll be going now, if that’s all,” 
Charlotte said, hoping to escape before the 
tension escalated. She turned around, but 
before she could take a step forward, a figure 
detached itself from the shadows. 

That Place We Call Home
By Tinney Mak

READ THE FULL STORY AT 
WWW.THEARCTICREADINGCIRCLE.WEB.APP

TO BE CONTINUED...
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Elementals quiz

You receive an invitation to a party, you:

a) RSVP immediately! You love a good     	
party
b) Leave your friend hanging. You’ll 
surprise them when you come!
c) Make an excuse that you’re busy.
d) Wait to see if your friends are going as                                    	
     well

It’s the weekend, your plans are:

a) Exploring your city
b) Going on a scavenger hunt
c) Staying in for some quality reading                                                                       
time
d) Baking some cupcakes and inviting all   
your friends over

You see a cat stuck in a tree, you:

a) Start climbing
b) Look for a ladder
c) Look for help
d) Pile leaves around in case it falls

You find a ring on the ground and 
decide to:

a) Take it. Finders keepers
b) Create a poster and post it around the 	
     area
c) Keep walking, the owner will come	
    back and find it
d) Ask around and search for the owner

How would your friends describe you?

a) Energetic and adventurous
b) Clever and mischievous
c) Thoughtful and caring
d) Bubbly and fun

Choose a dessert:

a)Chocolate lava cake
b) Lemon meringue pie
c) Strawberry cake pops
d) Tiramisu

Favourite 
season:

a) Summer
b) Fall
c) Spring
d) Winter

Tally up your answers (a, b, c, d) and 
view your results on the next page!

Everyone is a combination of an element 
and a book. Take this quiz to find out 

which one you have an affinity for!

By Jennifer Liang

You get a super 
power: 

a) Telekinesis
b) Teleportation
c) Invisibility
d) Healing
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Fire - Adventures of Tintin

Follow Tintin, a Belgian reporter, and his 
dog Snowy as they venture on dangerous, 
exciting, and action-packed trips around 
the world. The Adventures of Tintin is a 
comic series.

Air - Airborn
Matt Cruse is a cabin boy on the Aurora, a 

huge airship that sails hundreds of feet above 
the ocean, ferrying wealthy passengers from 
city to city. It is the life Matt’s always wanted; 
convinced he’s lighter than air, he imagines 
himself as buoyant as the hydrium gas that 
powers his ship. One night he meets a dying 
balloonist who speaks of beautiful creatures 
drifting through the skies. It is only after Matt 
meets the balloonist’s granddaughter that 
he realizes that the man’s ravings may, in 
fact, have been true, and that the creatures 
are completely real and utterly mysterious.

Earth - My Side of the Mountain
In the Pacific there is an island that 

looks like a big fish sunning itself in the sea. 
Around it, blue dolphins swim, otters play, 
and sea elephants and sea birds abound. 
Once, Indians also lived on the island. And 
when they left and sailed to the east, one 
young girl was left behind. This is the story 
of Karana, the Indian girl who lived alone for 
years on the Island of the Blue Dolphins. It 
is not only an unusual adventure of survival, 
but also a tale of natural beauty and personal 
discovery. 

Water - Island of the Blue 
Dolphins

Every kid thinks about running away at one 
point or another; few get farther than the end 
of the block. But young Sam Gribley runs far 
away -- all the way to the Catskill Mountains 
of upstate New York. In a spellbinding, funny 
account, Sam learns to live off the land, and 
grows up a little in the process. No reader 
will be immune to the compulsion to go 
right out and start whittling fishhooks and 
befriending raccoons.

A

B

C

D
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by Bill yan
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	 “The Phantom Tollbooth” by Norton Juster is 
an adventure-packed book about a boy named Milo 
who doesn’t find enjoyment in life. One day, when 
he arrives back from school, he finds a mysterious 
package in his room. On the side of the package, 
there is an envelope which simply says, “For Milo, 
who has plenty of time.” Inside the package, he finds 
a tollbooth, three precaution signs, some coins, 
and a book of rules and traffic regulations. After 
following the instructions, he gets into his toy car, 
inserts the coin, and drives through the Phantom 
Tollbooth into an unknown land. There, he embarks 
on a journey with his friends Tock the watchdog 
and the Humbug to save the two princesses Rhyme 
and Reason.

	 I really enjoyed reading this book because it 
was very interesting. Milo travels to many different 
places and encounters a lot of people. For example, 
Milo first meets the Whether Man who speaks fast 
and repeats everything several times. I also enjoyed 
this book because some of the things that people 
say in the book are really creative. For example, when 
Milo meets the Whether Man, the Whether Man says, 
“Expectations is the place you must 
always go to before you get to where 
you’re going. Of course, some people 
never go beyond Expectations.” 

	 My favorite part of this book was when Milo 
met the .58 boy because it was very creative. The 
boy is only 58% of a person because, according to 
him, in an average family, there are 2.58 people, and 
he is the .58 in his family.

	 Overall, “The Phantom Tollbooth” is an 
amazing book full of creativity that pulled me in 
with fascinating and interesting characters. I highly 
recommend it to readers of all ages, especially 
adventure-lovers. 

The Phantom 
Tollbooth

		  Percy Jackson 
was a teenager who had 
experienced many scary 
things ever since he was a 
child. After getting expelled 
from countless schools, he 
joined the Yancy Academy 
boarding school with his 
friend Grover. They were 
going to go on a school field 
trip with their Latin teacher 
Mr. Brunner. Because Mr. 
Brunner was Percy’s favorite 
teacher, he thought the 
trip wouldn’t be that bad. 
But, he was wrong. Things 
go awry and he’s forced 
to kill his math teacher-
turned-monster. However, 
everyone seems to have 
their memories erased and 
acts like nothing happened. 

A review by Jason Mak
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When his mom finds out, 
she sends Percy with Grover 
to Camp Half-Blood where 
he finds out that he is a 
demigod and his father is 
Poseidon. There, Grover is 
revealed to be a satyr and 
Percy meets Annabeth, 
a demigod daughter of 

Athena. Before he can settle 
down, Percy is accused 
of stealing Zeus’ VERY 
VERY VERY, EXTREMELY 
important lightning bolt. He 
sets out on a quest across 
the country to reach Los 
Angeles and travel into the 
Underworld.

	 I really liked 
this book because 
there was a lot 
of action and 
adventure. Percy, 
Annabelle, and 
Grover made a 
good team as they 
travelled across the 
country. They also 
showed a lot of 
courage when they 

had to battle monsters and 
gods like Medusa and Hades. 
My favourite character was 
Grover because he was 
funny and cared a lot for his 
friends. 

	 I had a lot of fun 
reading this book because of 
its interesting characters and 
adventure. I recommend this 
to people who are looking 
for an action-packed story!

Percy Jackson and the Olympians

Zeus’s lightning bolt

A review by Doris Huang
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maze Runner
Test your skills as a runner. Can you 

escape the maze and make it to 

safety?

Level 1 - GREENIE 
(EASY)

By Nina Zhuang

S

E
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By Oliver Chen

Nim’s IslanD quiz

Level 2 - RUNNER 
((HARD)

1. How did Jack and Nim 
get power to the island?

a) A generator
b) Whales
c) Coconuts

2. Who was the author 
for Nim’s Island ?

a) Wendy Orr
b) Wendi Orr
c) Wendy Or
d) Wendi Or

4. What was the name of the company that 
scared the whale that Nim’s mother was 
examining?

a) Flamingo Ferry  b) Troppo Tourists  c) Berry Bobs

5. What was Nim’s 
favorite tool?

a) Machete
b) Spoon
c) N-95 face mask

7. How did Nim contact Alex 
Rover?

a) Conchshell    b) Walkie Talkie
c) Via Email        d) Blowdart

8.  What kind of 
animal did Jack want 
to study on his trip?

a)Raccoon      b) Hippo    
c) Plankton     d) Yeti

9. Name of Nim’s 
favorite book

a) Hokey Honkey
b) Gulf of Gulls
c) Mountain Madness

10. What was the main topic 
in Alex’s email to Jack?

a) Tanning Salons  b) Coconuts
c) The new beach resort

6. How did Jack 
communicate with Nim when 
he was stranded at sea?

a) Message in a bottle
b) A pelican named Galileo 
c) By yelling really loudly

3. What did Nim use to 
make a raft?

a) Kevlar
b) Empty KFC containers
c) Coconuts and a fishing 
net

1. C
2. A
3. C
4. B
5. A
6. B
7. C
8. C
9. C
10. A

Answers: 
Nim’s 
Island Quiz

S

E

By Roger and Melissa Lai, edited by 
Christina Zhang
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